Woodford Community Council

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 23 MARCH 2009 AT THE VICARAGE,
CHESTER ROAD, WOODFORD

PRESENT
Mr K Coxey Chairman
Mrs H Buszard Secretary

Mr R Beatham, Dr L Evans, Mr A Freeth, Revd J Knowles, Councillor B Leck, Mr P
Rodman, Mr C Roscoe, Mrs M White.

Mr M Gallagher by invitation for Item 2

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Mr G Black, Mr P Crompton and Mr S Downes.

1. CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES

The Minutes of the previous meeting, held on 19 January 2009, were approved as a correct
record.

2. WCC WEBSITE

The Chairman reported that the application for a grant to develop a professional website had
been successful and that total funding of £1696 had been allocated. A first payment of £1097
had already been received and the balance would be paid in due course, subject to submission
of a report on the first stage of the project within three months. He then introduced Mr Mike
Gallagher, whose suggestions and costings on the development of a WCC website had been
used to support the application.

Mr Gallagher presented a draft Homepage, which he had prepared for the new website, and
explained how the various pages would fit together. He felt that it was important to try to
involve the whole community by providing as much information as possible about local
events and activities and including links to other relevant websites. In particular, residents
should be given the opportunity to communicate with the WCC and express their views about
local issues — hence the ‘Have your say’ page. He emphasised the need to keep the website
up-to-date with regular changes, so that it would remain fresh and interesting. To encourage
participation, residents could, for example, be invited to submit photographs of the locality
and competitions could be held.
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The Committee welcomed these proposals. It was agreed that the preferred name for the
website was woodfordcommunity.co.uk and that the Homepage should be headed ‘Woodford
Community’ to demonstrate the inclusive nature of the site.

Mr Gallagher confirmed that he would undertake the actual updating to begin with, but
obviously the information would need to be provided by the WCC — probable via one or two
designated persons to avoid confusion. Later on, training could be provided to allow members
to update the site themselves.

After further discussion the Committee agreed unanimously to proceed and authorised Mr
Gallagher to develop the website as outlined. Mr Gallagher left the meeting at this point.

It was recognised that all members of the Committee would need to play an active part in
maintaining the website, but to start with a small Sub-group — comprising Mr Coxey, Mrs
Buszard, Mr Freeth and Mr Rodman - was set up to look at what was needed and work with
Mr Gallagher. The first meeting of this group was arranged for Monday, 30 March.

When the website was ready, it was agreed that all residents would be informed by
Newsletter, which could use a copy of the Homepage on the reverse side to encourage
interest.

Finally, since there would be a number of financial transactions to be undertaken in
connection with the website, it was agreed that a new WCC bank account should be set up as
soon as possible. A formal Resolution was therefore proposed by Mr Leck, seconded by Mr
Roscoe and carried unanimously.

Resolution

Woodford Community Council agreed to open a cheque account at a local bank. The
signatories on the account would be the Chairman, Treasurer and Secretary and any two of
the three signatures would be required for all transactions.

ACTION: Chairman, Treasurer

3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Draft Minutes of the AGM held on 27 November. 2008

It was noted that Dr Evans had amended the draft Minutes as agreed at the last meeting and
re-circulated them to the Committee. The revised version was accepted and would be put
forward for approval at the 2009 AGM. It was agreed that the draft Minutes would be made
available on the website in due course — as would the Constitution — and a note to this effect
would be placed on WCC Notice Board.
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4. WOODFORD WAR MEMORIAL COMMUNITY CENTRE (WWMCC)

The Chairman and Secretary reported on the meeting that had taken place between
representatives of the WCC and the WWMCC Management Committee on 9 March 2009.
The meeting had been chaired by Mr Black and no formal Minutes had been taken. The sole
purpose of the meeting had been to discuss the validity of the expulsion of Mr Coxey from the
WWMCC, which had not been accepted by the WCC. Mr Garner and Mrs Bray had spoken at
some length outlining the WWMCC Management Committee’s reasons for this action, which
had been taken despite the full recognition that had been given to Mr Coxey’s extensive
contribution to the Centre and to the community in general. Mr Coxey had responded
positively in rebuttal of the alleged claims made against him. The points at issue had not been
resolved and the meeting concluded without any firm decisions being reached. Mr Garner
had, however, agreed to ask the WWMCC Management Committee to review its position and
it was hoped that a reconciliation could be reached and that Mr Coxey’s expulsion would be
withdrawn.

The Secretary reported that she had not yet heard back from Mr Garner and it was agreed that
she should contact him immediately.
ACTION: Secretary

5. SUB-GROUP REPORTS

(a) Planning applications

Mr Roscoe provided a short update, mentioning in particular the forthcoming change to the
Woodfords Supermarket, which in future would be run in partnership with Budgens. This

would involve some minor changes to signs, etc.

Mr Leck commented that the Area Committee had received very few planning applications
for the locality in recent months, probably as a result of the financial downturn.

(b) BAE Systems

There was nothing further to report at this time, but it was pointed out that real estate/property
management was carried out by a different division within BAE and current contacts at the
Woodford site would not necessarily be in the best position to know what might be planned
for the site in the future. It was agreed that this should be followed up.

ACTION: Mr Downes, Mr Rodman
(¢) Stockport Council Issues

It was noted that the WCC now had good links with Stockport MBC on environmental issues
via Mr J Luck and also with the community police, which operated a substation at Bramhall
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High School. The local officer was PCSO Victoria Banks. Woodford was considered to be
relatively low-crime area.

(d) Footpaths

Mr Roscoe reported that a local rambler, Mr John Braide, had offered to walk and inspect all
the local paths and report back.

(¢) SEMMS

Dr Evans noted that Stockport MBC had a telephone advice line on this subject, but some of
the information given was incorrect. Mr Leck confirmed that the £165m to be provided by
Central Government was only quarter of the cost of the whole project and that the balance
would have to come from Northwest Development. The project involved three local
authorities — Stockport, Manchester and Cheshire - and would require a full public enquiry, so
obviously a long timescale could be expected.

6. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

WCC Notice Board

The Chairman reported that the Notice board was usable, but still required substantial repairs,
which he, together with others, would be attempting.

Charity car wash

Mr Black had asked prior to the meeting that this subject be raised. Over the last two years,
the car wash had been undertaken by probationers at the Woodford Scout Hut on Sundays and
had been successful in raising substantial sums for Christie’s. However, the agreement was
due to run out very shortly and was not being renewed because of damage that had apparently
been caused to the Scout Hut. The Chairman agreed to investigate.

ACTION: Chairman
Litter day

It was agreed that the WCC should organise another ‘Clean up Woodford’ day, with possible
dates being 30 May, 6 June or 13 June.

7. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

As previously scheduled, the next meeting will be held on 18 May 2009 at the Vicarage.

Approved . Date...........ccccoooviiiiiil
Ken Coxey, Chairman



